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Thanks to calligraphy, | can connect the hearts of people across borders, generations, and even eras.
Nothing delights me more.

It has been 14 vears since | started calligraphy. During that time, | have studied various character styles and tried hard to
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improve my skills. And now | feel deeply grateful for our peaceful world, which is what allows me to expres: myself through

calligraphy

My youth was spent in the midst of a war, and most of men around me went to war as soldiers and lost their lives. As an

employee of National Railway (now JR), | spent every day switching or con moti\

cting lo and freight cars, organizing

heaps of luggage for evacuation, and performing other physical tasks instead of men for the Yosan Line running through

Shikoku, The image of the sky behind the Seto Inland Sea ablaze from bombing is still burned in my memory

The war has ended but conflicts are still happening everywhere. Two years ago when the Senkaku lslands dispute caused
tension between Japan and China, | had an opportunity to show my piece "Bai Juyi's Chinese Poem" at an art exhibition
held in Han
artists in the exhibition canceled their trip to China, | decided, after some hesitation, to attend the exhibition with my

daughter. There were only three attendees from Japan including ourselves, and

u, China. While an anti-Japanese movement in China was being covered on TV day after day and other

e were greatly anxious, but what awaited

us at the exhibition venue were kind smiles and warm welcames from peoj ho love art. ' was > fth an
opportunity to talk to and receive advice from a professor of an art school about my piece based on a Chinese poem. In
retrospect, | only have good impressions and happy memories from all the counties | have visited to show my work. No
matter how much conflict

| have calligraphed an anthem of Kahinata elementary school (Satte city, Saitama Prefecture) that was closed down; the
other day, they decided to engrave it on a stone and leave it as a monument. Thanks to calligraphy, | can connect the hearts
of people across borders, generations, and eras. Nothing delights me more. | wish that calligraphy will help us create
a peaceful world

sts between countries, it does not concern those who love calligraphy and other forms of art
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